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Attn: "
202- 632~
To: Faederal Communications Commission 4 & X
From: Angela X. Campbell, Legislative Assistant to

Congressvoman Olympia Snowe
Date: April 20, 1994
Subject: MD Docket No. 94-19

Attached is a copy of the letter dated April 15 and sent to your
office on April 18, to be part of the public comment period on
the assessmant and collection of regulatory fees for FY94 (MD

Docket No. 94-19)

THIS LRTTER CONTAINS ADDITIONAL SIGNATURES OF NINE MEMBERS who
also wish to be part of the public record.
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April 15, 1994

The Homorxrable Reaed Hundt

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Streat, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

We are writing regarding the implementation of Section 9 of the
Communications Act of 1934, an issue of great concern to small
broadcasters in our Districts.

Sactien 9 authorizes the Federal cOnnunicatiﬁhQECOmnission (FCC)
to amssess and collect the fee amounts establishéd by the Schedule
of Regulatory Fees set forth in Section 9. Under the schedule,
the fea amounts for commercial radio licensees will depend solaly
upon the designated class of the station involved. Fee amounts
for commercial television licensees will vary depending on market
81zZe.

Under the proposed reqgulations, these fees will have a negative
impact on ssall broadcasters. The current fee structure is not
only imeguitable, it disproportionately burdens small stations
vhioh mmy be forced to cut back on programming, or reduce public
", or make operational cutbacks, in order to make
Wtory fee payments. Some stations which operate on a very

ﬂ j gigin may be forced to go off of the air as a result of the
r Mtory fees. These actions would lead to a degradation of
scrvioh, which clearly is not in the public interest.

.t:nmﬂty urge the FCC to prevent this potential threat to the
pwbﬂ arest. Under Section 9, the FCC has the discretion to

reduce, or defer the payment of regulatory license faes.
ca%tly, we recommend that the FCC take the following
act H

1. g' pider the market size and revenus base of esach
‘ indcaster when determining the appropriate regulatory fee.

r the proposed radio station licensing fees, radio

twtions in the same class will pay the same reg;latory fee
punt, despite enormous differences in their sexvice areas
d ravenue bases. For example, small Class C FM stations
rural areas which have a potential audience of thousands
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of listeners will pay the same fee as large Class C FM
stations in Chicago, Los Angeles, or New York City, which
have a potential audience of millions of listeners. We
balieve that revenue base should be considered in assessing
fees so that small broadcasters are not disproportionately
burdened.

Graant vaivers, reductions and defarments of the fees based
on a showing of financial hardship.

Under the proposed rule, the FCC intaends to interpret
Seoction 9 (d) very narrowly and grant waivers, reductions or
defarmants of requlatory fees only in very unusual
circumstances. We believe that the FCC should consider a
showing of financial hardship as sufficient justification
for a wvaivar, reduction or deferment. Small broadcasters
with a temuous financial position should not be further
burdened vith federal government regulatory fees.

Furtharmore, under the proposed rule, broadcasters wishing
to yagquest a waivaer or reduction in their fee must accompany
their request with the appropriate regulatory fee. Stations
im bankruptcy, receivership, or trustee ship, will be hard
premsad to pay the fee. We balieve it does not make saense
te require a station requesting a waiver on the basis of
financial hardship to be required to pay the fee.

Allew all broadcasters to pay their fees in installment.

Under the proposed rule, only those broadcasters whose fees
totsl $12,000 or more are permitted to pay their fees in two
]l instaliments. We believe that the public interest

| ve better served if all broadcastars were allowed to
My installments. This would ensure that broadcasters
sufficient funds year round to produce and purchase
Waming that serves the needs and interests of their
Nidual communities.

fully, vet strongly, encourage you to consider these
ions. Thank you in advance for your attention to this

Sincerely,

Lkbeat Wi

RICHARD H. BAKER
Member of Congress
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of Congress Member of yongress
SKREN AMI ILMAN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
WILLIAN H. ZELIFF, JR. BERNARD SANDERS
Menber of Congress Member of Congress
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CHARLE# W. STENHOLM BARBARA F. VUCANOVICH
Manbar @

Congress Member of Congress
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RALPH M/ HALL
Mamber of Congress
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Mamber of Congress
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TIN mmt@ou NANCY L. JOHNSON
Member of Congress Member of Congress

AMES L. OBERSTAR
Menber of Congress
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E. DE LA GARZA - DAVID LEVY 1
Member of Congress Member of COngress
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BART STUPAK
Member of Congreass Mamber of cOngrqss

ess

Nember of Congress
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ot congress



